In a recent communication, Nicolson (1947) (1928)(1929)(1930)(1931)(1932)(1933)(1934)(1935)(1936)(1937)(1938)(1939)(1940)(1941)(1942)(1943)(1944)(1945)(1946)(1947) 
In a recent communication, Nicolson (1947) reported a case in which a fertilized ovum became secondarily implanted in the pouch of Douglas and he observed that the condition is comparatively rare. It is a matter of considerable difficulty to ascertain the frequency with which this condition occurs as the following review shows.
Robinson (I948) has reviewed some early cases whilst Sittner, in a series of articles published between I90I and I908, found 200 cases of abdominal pregnancy of 22 or more weeks' gestation in the literature of,the preceding century., Hellman and Simon (1935) More recently, Mason (1940) (1928) (1929) (1930) (1931) (1932) (1933) (1934) (1935) (1936) (1937) (1938) (1939) (1940) (1941) (1942) (1943) (1944) (1945) (1946) (1947) Heart, lungs and C.N.S., normal.
Abdomen, tenderness present all over, most marked in the tubal areas.
P.V., all fornicies very tender. The uterus was not easily felt but the cervix was badly torn and movement of it was restricted and caused pain. She had a slight red loss.
Treatment
Non-operative treatment was instituted and the patient was put on a course of sulphadiazine. Progress during the next few days was good and on November 28th, 1945, she had only a very slight loss P.V., and only occasional 'niggling' pain. On December 3rd, 1945, she had no loss or pain and was allowed up to the toilet. On December 5th, 1945, about mid-day she complained of periumbilical pain. Respirations were ' grunting ' and rapid. The abdomen was distended and tender all over. She vomited once. Vaginal examination revealed a bulky, mobile uterus. The posterior fornix was 'boggy.' The right fornix was hard but not tender. In the left fornix a tender fallopian tube was felt. A putrid discharge developed P.V.
Immediate laparatomy was decided upon. A right paramedian incision was made. The peritoneal cavity contained much blood and a large placenta-like mass was located in the upper part of the pouch of Douglas. This was found to be attached to the sigmoid colon from which it was manually separated, leaving a raw oozing area which was packed with hot swabs. Some oozing persisted, in spite of all efforts to check it and so on closing the abdomen a rubber drain was inserted into the pouch of Douglas. Apart from some enlargement of the body of the uterus no abnormality was detected in the pelvic genital organs.
A foetus estimated to be of two-and-a-half to three months' gestation, surrounded by chorionic membrane, was found in the specimen removed at operation.
Post-operatively, two pints of blood were given. The drainage tube was removed after 48 nours, during the first 24 of which, discharge of blood was considerable.
The patient was discharged from hospital on December 24th, I945, after an uneventful recovery.
Summary
In I shall not go through the whole history of his disease, of which he has favoured me with a very minute account, but shall merely state that h'e is of a gouty habit, has had an attack of gout in the stomach, and is at present subject to a gouty affection of a very extraordinary character. After labouring for some time under languor and weakness, accompanied'by spasms, pain and sense of weight in the stomach, the pain of the stomach ceases, and his face begins to swell at various points, generally commencing on the forehead, and involving the cheek and eye so as to close up the latter. He first feels as if a small current of air was directed on the face; then, as it were the fillipr of a finger, or the bite of a gPat; and on' looking in the glass, he suddenly perceives a tumour rising on the forehead, which in the space of half an hour, becomes as large as a pigeon's egg, and, as he ex-' presses it, moves down until it closes the eye. Sometimes it attacks his lips, and other parts of his face, but never affects his nose. These tumouis have also appeared on various parts of his body and he observes in his letter to me; that he is sometimes led to think that they attack his stomach also. Before and during an attack of the face, which generallv occurs on the left side, the discharge from the nostril of the affected side ceases.
'But what is chiefly remarkable in this case is the singular character of the local affection. The tumours arise, run through the course, and dis-. appear in the space of a few hours, and on the following day therek is no trace of their existence. Sometimes the lips, inside of the mouth, palate and uvula are attackeAl, giving rise to a very considerable inconvenience. Were such tumours to occur in the neighbourhood of the glottis, I need not say that they' would be pregnant with danger of no ordinary character. I may observe that this gentlemran has derived great benefit from the use of hydriodate of potash, and from decoction of sarsaparilla with nitric acid, and that his health is at present much improved. His case presents a very curious example of transient local inflammation depending on the gouty diathesis.'
